
The 2011 Fourth of 
July 

 — Heather Peterson

Next Step Volunteers Macee and Lauren came  
out to show their support!

DSCBA Office Manager Peggy and her family 
join in for the fun!

Rich Kelley and son Cole drive the float and  
wave to the crowd. 

Christian had a fun time at the parade. He’ll be 
back next year!!

Board President Terese Ghilarducci and her 
family walk the parade with pride!

Brandon had the “best seat” in the house!

Jayden with his dad enjoying the float.

Conner proudly showed his smiling face as a 
“future” leader

Float Chairperson Heather Peterson with Mark 
and Ellie

The Cannons were enjoying this years “future 
leaders” float

Nora and Mom Mary enjoy the festivities

Hailey and mom Jenn walk the parade with 
Hootie their dog
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TERESE’S TALES: 

AN INTRODUCTION FROM  
THE NEW BOARD PRESIDENT
—  

2010-2011 Board of Directors

2010-2011 Advisory Board

Down Syndrome Connection  
of the Bay Area

2011 Board Meetings

DSCBA Staff 

2011 Parents’ Support Group* 

Wells Fargo Foundation Supports 
DSCBA Programs



Gabriel Rettig

A POEM FOR LILY
— Pamela Brady, 

        Lily Fatehi’s grandmother

Scientists Work to Improve Cognition
— The following information was provided by researchers from Stanford University in Palo Alto, April 2011



ELLA IS DRINKING FROM A STRAW
— Rachael Kriksciunas 

Ella is now 8 months old and has been 

eating solids for about 2.5 months and 

really enjoying it! At her appointment 

with Heather Peterson as a follow-up to 

her introduction to solids, I knew that 

Heather was thinking of introducing 

straw drinking, but wasn’t sure if Ella 

could do it. Well, as soon as Heather 

gave me the honey bear Ella latched right on and started 

sucking! She even held on for more! I couldn’t have been 

more proud of her at that moment! I know how much 

effort these seemingly small steps take for our kids to ac-

complish. Heather started working with Ella when she was 

5 weeks old, using oral motor techniques and massages 

diligently. The success could be seen that day!

TALK TOOLS
—  Mari Pongkhamsing

Happy Kids…  
Have Great Big Smiles!!  
— Heather Peterson, MS SLP-CCC

ORAL PLACEMENT THERAPY —  Kristy Acuna

 2011 DSCBA ANNUAL MEETING: MILLION DOLLAR ROUND TABLE FOUNDATION 
PRESENTS $2500 TO DSCBA PROGRAMS!



— Laurie Hawley 

Liam is Learning to Read!

— Laurie Hawley

Special Education Preschool  

Services

Teaching Everyday Skills

Special Education Resources DANIEL SODESTROM, BOY SCOUT
— Julie & Dirk Sodestrom

Kassidy Lloyd sharing one of 
her wonderful smiles following 
Speech Therapy



LEAVING THE COCOON
— Jo Kelley, Proud Mom

ELIJAH GOZUM  
AND HIS GLASSES
— Pam Gozum

MASON’S SCHOOL VISIT
— Karen Zolnier

NICO BARILLAS
— Marty and Veronica Barillas



DSCBA and Berkeley University Circle K International 
hold the First Successful Parents’ Day Out!  — Nancy LaBelle

Puppet Show…



DON’T STOP BELIEVIN’!!!
—  From My Idol blogger melodywrites57

It was a cool Saturday morning in Santa Cruz, California.  After playing 

ukulele on the beach by the harbor, I head over towards the Boardwalk 

and parked my car.  As I walked down the street towards the Santa Cruz 

Beach Boardwalk, I met several people along the way -- they were all go-

ing to the Boardwalk for the same reason I was -- to see James Durbin’s 

homecoming!  We were all devastated to hear that he was voted off 

[American Idol] on Thursday night -- it was such an unexpected upset 

because I’d already planned on going to James Durbin’s homecoming.

So we were all relieved when it was decided James would have his 

homecoming after all in Santa Cruz, and we were all going to be there 

for it, even if it meant claiming a spot on the beach as close to the stage 

as possible and waiting for several hours -- it was all for James.

The crowds had just begun to form when I got to the beach and staked a 

spot close to the front.  The environment was festive and fun.

I met an amazing young girl named Marissa.  Me and another woman I 

met were admiring her fabulous purple t-shirt with James Durbin’s pic-

ture in the front that said “James Durbin Rocks” in huge letters.  “Where’d 

you get that t-shirt?” I asked.

Marissa, who is a very special young lady with Down syndrome,  

proudly proclaimed that she had made the t-shirt herself.  We were  

all impressed.  I ended up hanging out with Marissa for a long time.   

She sat next to me on the jacket I had spread in the sand to sit on and 

told me how excited she was to have the opportunity to see James 

Durbin -- and how sad she was when he was voted off the show.   

“I cried,” she said.

But now we were all excited because we were still gong to see James.

More and more people began to show up -- people from all walks of life. 

It wasn’t until I turned around that I realized there were literally thou-

sands down on that beach -- more people than had ever been down 

there for any concert. People were everywhere, on the sides of the stage 

and way beyond, sitting on cliffs, all lined up on the boardwalk and on 

the steps, even one guy way up on top of a roller coaster taking pictures.  

It was incredible! 

The anticipation was almost too much, and, finally, there he was  

right there on the stage   -- thousands of us cheering for him!  He was 

overcome by emotion when he saw all the people yelling and cheering 

for him.  

At first, we were all told James 

could only sing two songs, but 

everyone yelled, “one more, one 

more!” Thousands of us in unison 

...and “Durbin, Durbin!”  “I can only 

do one more song!” he said to us 

...all of us.

That’s when 

James broke 

into his amaz-

ing rendition 

that should 

have made his 

spot on Ameri-

can Idol stable, 

“Don’t Stop 

Believin’!”  

Don’t stop 

believin’ I found 

myself thinking, 

keep believin’ James...we believe in 

you.

That’s when James pointed at the 

young girl Marissa whom I’d hung 

with before the concert -- the young 

girl with the beautiful t-shirt she 

made...  “I want that girl with the 

Durbin t-shirt who’s crying right 

now up here on the stage -- someone get her up there!”  It was amazing 

how James honed right in on her, how he just knew...  Tears filled my 

eyes when Marissa got up on the stage and James gave her a big hug...

This is just one of many reasons why James is so amazing.  He is an inspi-

ration to all -- don’t stop 

believin’!

Jared Wong & Angel Love VOCATIONAL LIVING SKILLS  
GRADUATES
— Mary Erickson

Rob Erion and Marissa Erickson, pictured with moms 
Jan and Mary



WAY TO GO, OLIVIA!!!
— Lili Byers

Below:  Olivia Byers-Straus 
and Jackson Soderquist 
are ready for prom!  After 
meeting at Jackson’s 
house for photos, they 
headed to Ristorante 

Parma for dinner with their friends Alaina, Bobby and 
Maggie.  Then on to the Exploratorium for the Ruth 
Asawa San Francisco School of the Arts High School 
prom.  Olivia graduated from SOTA in May, and she and 
Jackson will both be back there in the fall as students 
in a CAT class.  They are both looking forward to the 
classes they will take at San Francisco City College.

Del Amigo All Stars Were 
In The House
— Coach Janet Herman



HIGHLIGHTING ABILITIES  

Small Steps Goes to the Beach
— Laura Briggs

The next thing Cole tried was a hot air balloon, but something 
couldn’t go with them (the baby, it was afraid!)

But finally Cole found a horse and cart delivering 
cherries to the beach. They (we) had a wonderful 
day!

On the balance 
beam, all 5 items 
are laid out for 
Emily to pick up 
and match to a 
model at the end.

Here, Emily decides to take the bus to the beach 
when the car won’t start.  But something can’t 
go with them.  What is it? (The green turtle, 
animals aren’t allowed on the bus)

Next Emily tries to ride a skateboard to the beach, but of 
course, something couldn’t go with them…what is it? 
(the umbrella, she didn’t have enough hands)

Cole begins to take the kayak to the beach, but something 
couldn’t go with them.  (The big blue book of stories, it would 
get wet!)

So Emily decides to ride a bike to the beach.  But 
something can’t go with them. What is it? (The 
orange spotted ball, it wouldn’t fit)

Next Step Making Music 
— Marianne Iversen

Martha enjoying a 
cuddle after Baby 
Steps with Vivi 
Hale, 7 months 
old.



HIGHLIGHTING ABILITIES  

Learning to 
Dye Scarves
Thank you to Joan 

Long for showing 

the Next Step class 

how to dye scarves 

using the Shibori 

process.

SF Step visits the Exploratorium



HIGHLIGHTING ABILITIES  

REACHING OUT  
TO THE CENTRAL 
VALLEY
— Marianne Iversen

Central Valley Music Therapy

Babies (ages 0-5) meet every 3rd Wednesday

Elementary school aged children meet every 4th Wednesday

Teenagers through adults meet every 1st Wednesday
A parent support group meets every 2nd Friday of the month.  All members of the family are 
able to attend

Central Valley support group, Modesto

BENICIA STEP BBQ
— Tamara Reed

ANGEL LOVE



HIGHLIGHTING ABILITIES  

STEP IN UPDATE
—  Virginia Bonham

Step  Group K. Leigh playing the Clarinet                     Garrison reading a poem he wrote

Next Step Visits Home Depot



HIGHLIGHTING ABILITIES  

 FALL STEP SCHEDULE
DSCBA -DANVILLE LOCATION CLASSES 

OFF SITE CLASSES

What’s up with  
SF Step and  
Step Out
— Jamie Lantz

SF Step: Field trip to the Progressive Grounds Café

Step Out:  Celebrating April Fool’s Day

GOT AUCTION ITEMS?
We need your help NOW finding hot auction items for our 
Spring Gala on Saturday May 5, 2012.

Vacation rentals, premium wine, gift certificates for services or 
entertainment, Apple products, art, jewelry, spa packages, wine 
tasting/tours, limousine hours, theme park tickets, sports tickets 
or memorabilia, etc. If you are connected to people who would 
like to donate items please email Nancy at nancy@dsconnection.
org with contact information. 

All donors are acknowledged at the event, in the event program, 
on our website and in our Connection newsletter.



A TIME WARPING MIRACLE
—  Lali Zayas del Rio

JACKSON SODERQUIST:  
EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR
— Jane Steiner

Jackson Soderquist, 20, won the 

Employee of the Year Award at the 

Exploratorium in San Francisco!  

He is a member of SF Step.  At 

the ceremony where he received 

his award, Jackson wrote and 

gave an amazing speech (below) 

to a group of over 1,000 people.  

Throughout his speech, Jackson 

was poised and self-assured.  Jewish 

Vocational Services provided job 

training and support to Jackson.  It was a truly amazing day.

 •   I’m excited to be here as the Employee of the Year. I’ve 

been thinking about this for a long time.

• It makes me feel really proud to work at the Exploratorium.

• Sometimes other kids who look like me come there. I hope 

they see me and think that they could work there too.

• I love doing my job at the Exploratorium almost as much 

as I love the San Francisco Giants.

• I wear a Giants T-shirt almost every day.

• Even right now I have my Giants tie on.

• I love the Giants because they are a good team. They’re a 

team that works together to win.

• I’m lucky because I have my own team to help me win - 

The Jackson Giants.

• I have Schwab and First Republic who sponsored my 

award. I have Hashim and all my friends at the Explorato-

rium who help me at my job.

• I have JVS who showed me what I need to know to work 

and to be my own team manager.

• I have my sister who came all the way from Washington 

DC to see me today.

• And of course my mom. I like to tease her but I know she’s 

my biggest fan. 

Thank you.

Jackson and his sister Shaney

Nancy and Peggy of the Connection promote awareness and whip up Bloody 
Marys thanks to Chevron who donated their #1 hole at Diablo Country Club at the 
Chamber Aloha Golf Tournament.

Continued on page 16

Thank You Chevron



The DSCBA’s Buddy Walk won an award at the 3rd 

Annual Buddy Walk Conference in San Diego, or-

ganized by the National Down Syndrome Society, 

in April 2011. NDSS staff were impressed with the 

Connection’s unique way of recognizing accom-

plishments of each walker as they cross the finish 

line.  Many NDSS affiliates loved the idea and plan 

on implementing it into their Buddy Walks this 

year. Thanks to the entire Buddy Walk committee 

for this idea and their ongoing commitment to 

making the Bay Area Buddy Walk a tremendous 

success. 

DSCBA BUDDY WALK WINS AN AWARD FROM THE NATIONAL  
DOWN SYNDROME SOCIETY
— Tammy Garcia and Jo Kelley

Continued from page 15



Top 20 Reasons Moms of Kids With 
Special Needs ROCK — Karen Lochner 

Thank you to everyone who came 

out to Earl Anthony’s Dublin Bowl 

for the 2011 Bowl-A-Rama, and to 

those who couldn’t make it and 

purchased raffle tickets!  We made 

$3,000 on the iPad2 raffle and for 

that we are truly grateful. Also 

thanks to the board and staff for 

donating the iPad. Congratulations 

to Donna Crawford (TJ’s mom) for 

having the lucky raffle ticket!

BOWL-A-RAMA A GREAT SUCCESS



 Unleash Our  
Community’s  
Unlimited  
Potential with a  
Legacy Gift

A legacy (planned) gift to the Down 

Syndrome Connection of the Bay Area 

can help ensure that we will continue 

to provide innovative and cutting 

edge therapies, information and refer-

ral, and support to Bay Area children 

and adults with Down syndrome and 

their families long into the future. But 

remember that such a gift can also 

provide you with income for life, a 

reduction in capital gains taxes, and 

other benefits.

There are many ways that you can be a 

part of our Down Syndrome Connec-

tion Legacy:

   • Remember DSCBA in your will or 

living trust

   • Name DSCBA as a beneficiary of 

your IRA or Qualified Retirement 

Plan

   • Name the DSCBA as a beneficiary 

of a life insurance policy

If you currently have a will, you can 

easily add a codicil (an amendment) to 

include a bequest (a gift in your will) 

to the Down Syndrome Connection of 

the Bay Area. An example of appropri-

ate language for inclusion in your will 

or living trust is:

“I give, devise and bequeath to the 

Down Syndrome Connection of the 

Bay Area, a California nonprofit public 

benefit corporation with the mail-

ing address of 101-J Town & Country 

Drive, Danville, California 94526, (tax 

ID number 91-1904304) the sum of 

_______ dollars [or otherwise describe 

the gift or asset] for its general pur-

poses and use at the discretion of the 

DSCBA’s Board of Directors.”

Your gift will help DSCBA continue 

to serve children and adults of all 

ages with Down syndrome and their 

families in the Bay Area and beyond 

for years to come - helping them to 

reach their unlimited potential! If you 

are interested, please contact your 

personal financial planner or attorney. 

For basic information, please contact 

the DSCBA at 925.362.8660.

Long time Dancing with the 
Stars fan Marissa Erickson

Jared 
Wong  

Jackson Soderquist 



CASH DONATIONS Send a check to: Down 
Syndrome Connection of the Bay Area, 101-J 
Town and Country Drive, Danville, CA 94526. 
Phone: 925-362-8660

DONATE WITH PAYJUNCTION The DSCBA is 
a member of PayJunction a free service which 
allows you to purchase or donate using your 
credit card on a secure web site. PayJunction 
deposits your donation directly to our account. 
Visa and MasterCard are accepted at www.
dsconnection.org/donate

DONATE AN AUCTION ITEM  
This is a great opportunity to showcase your 
business products and services or to give a 
great tax deductible item to be auctioned at 
one of our events. Some past items that are 
popular are wine packages, vacation homes, 
sports memorabilia, fine art, jewelry, spa 
packages etc. 

SPONSOR AN EVENT Sponsor an event at a 
level that works for you. Publicize, advertise 
and show off your company logo while giving 
to a worthwhile cause. Have a booth and speak 
at our event.

HOLD A FUND RAISER TO BENEFIT THE 
CONNECTION We are looking for community 
service organizations or businesses to hold a 
benefit in our name. One way to do this is to 
have a Charity Golf Tournament, Auction/Din-
ner or Crab Feed to name a few. Have ideas? 
Please call the Connection.

VOLUNTEER Do your community service 
with us! Volunteer your time and work at an 
event, spend time in one of our classes, come 
help out with newsletter mailings and other 
project. Call us for more information.

TAX ID# 91-1904304

How Can You Help Us?

CORPORATE GIVING AND MATCHING 
GIFT PROGRAMS Sign up for your corporate 
giving program at work which automatically 
can be taken out of your paycheck. Some 
companies even have matching programs 
which doubles your giving ability.

ATTEND A FUND RAISING EVENT
We would love to see you at our fund raisers 
such as the Charity Gala and the Bay Area 
Buddy Walk. Your participation and support 
makes a huge difference and our events are a 
lot of fun!

SIGN UP FOR THE ESCRIP PROGRAM
eScrip is an easy way to give back to the 
Connection! Just register your grocery, debit 
or credit cards at merchants such as Safeway, 
Macys, Nordstrom or EBAY for example. A 
portion of your purchase will be donated to 
the Connection. Visit www.escrip.com to get 
started. ID#4843658.

DSCBA Programs Can Only Continue with Your Help! 
43% of our Funding comes from donations and fund raising events.

For Your Time, Talent and Treasures We are Grateful . . .
AT&T Employee Giving Campaign

David Kimble Joanne Leach 
Raymond Rhodes Krista Veri 
Kim Wolken

Chevron Humankind Matching  
Gift Program

Robert Alfrey Paul Casadont 
Mark Janke Claire A Levay-Young 
Scott Truger

Community Health Charities of CA
Janet Holmes Edwin Ostrowski

Kaiser Community Giving Program
Rick LaBelle

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Mr and Mrs William Calhoun

PG&E Corporation Campaign  
for the Community

Theodore Edwards Mary Galvin 
Derek Kent Lleny Rios 
Gail Serrano Linda Wilson

PepsiCo Foundation Matching  
Gifts Program

Ken Nakamura

Wells Fargo Community  
Support Campaign

Felora Fatehi

General Donations
Jennifer Cooper James Corr 
Dagmara Hemsley Vivek Mathrani 
Nancy O’Rourke Stephen R Shofner 
Kimberly Hale Kevin Weiler 
Lisa Bailon-Hill Marie Townsend 
Benjamin Wallace Maria Sousa 
Pearl Wong Doug Messner 
Eve J Cummings Laverne M. Aubry 
Howard Sokoloff, D.P.M. 
The Baking Club at Bentley High School 
Ann McDonough and Martin Brady 
Arthur and Jane Hillman  
Johns Incredible Pizza, Modsto  
Kids N Need Golf Tournament, Elliotts Bar & Grill 
Good News Bears  
St Joan of Arc Youth Ministry, Bob Cummings 
Rod and Patricia True 
United Way California Capital Region 
Derek and Kaori Zemrak 
Zemrak Pirkle Productions

Foundations
Barr Family Foundation
California Communications Access Foundation
The Carl Gellert and Celia Gellert Foundation
Diablo Country Club Foundation
East Bay Community Foundation
Heffernan Group Foundation
Jam Handy Character Building Foundation
The Joseph and Vera Long Foundation
Kiwanis Club of Pleasanton
Kiwanis Club of San Ramon Valley
Knights of Columbus/St. Joan of Arc/Council 9206

Lowell Berry Foundation
M Squared Consulting, Inc
Marin Community Foundation
Maurice Amado Foundation
Million Dollar Round Table Foundation
NAILBA Charitable Foundation
The Noll Foundation
The Peter Musto Charitable Trust
The Quest Foundation
San Ramon Rotary 
The Thomas J Long Foundation
Together in the 21st Century (T21)
Wayne & Gladys Valley Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

Annual Meeting Thank Yous

Marianne Iversen 
Jamie and Christopher Hauge 
Preston Jones 
Melanie Manning, MD 
Lyndsey Silva with Whole Foods Market 
St Joan of Arc Parish 
Steve Wilcox with Summit Financial Group 
Bob Cummings 
The Gagnon Family 
The Kelly Family 
Circle K Volunteers

Parent Mentor Workshop Thank Yous
Iara Peng, T21 
Martha Hogan, Director of Parent Advocacy  
     and Support, DSCBA 
Nancy LaBelle, Executive Director DSCBA 
Kimberly Barr, Health Educator and Genetics  
    Counselor, Kaiser SF 
Tina Liu, Genetic Counseling Student 
Dr Ronald Bachman, Retired Geneticist and  
     Member DS Medical Interest Group 
Ben Braun, Supervisor for Early Intervention,  
     Regional Center of The East Bay (RCEB) 

Eduardo Hernandez, Bilingual Case  
     Manager RCEB 
Heather Peterson, Oral Motor, Feeding  
     and Speech Therapist 
Gracielo Pagano, CEO, Baby Builders Inc.  
Christine Ciavarella, PA-C Homeopathy,  
     Hahnemann Clinic 
Nancy Burke, CST, CranioSacral Therapy,  
     Labyrinth Center 
Dr Rick LaBelle, Psychologist 
Deanna Panko, Resource Counselor, Family  
     Resource Network 
Sonia Waters,  Resource Counselor, Family  
     Resource Network

In Honor of
Mason Zolnier James and Kathy Zolnier 

Eric Ironson  
K. Leigh Alfrey and her Step Friends 

Layne and Robert Alfrey 
Bella Giovanna Lucia’s 1st birthday 

Stephanie Burton 
Katie Buckman Erika Walters
Nico Gustavo Barillas’ 3rd Birthday 

Monica Cotik 
Patrick Harkins Susan and Jim Herzon
Blair Hogan Chip & Mary Mile
Ben & Hillary Nitka Linda Henrie

Our Amazing Volunteers
Mythili Sivaswarupan Elena Diaz 
Jensine Chen Andreas Dereschuk 
Ashley Hagin K. Leigh Alfrey 
Alexis Liebowitz Sean Duckett 
Matthew Duckett Paula Ridley 
Aleece Cancilla Macee LeMoine 
Lauren Bruno Camille Hunt 
Kiani Canales Mary Thomas 
Elyse Perry Laura Redmond 
UCB Circle K International

In Memory of

Ruth Jennaro Sumana and Oliver Meissner

Jones, Henle and Schunck 

Virginia Jennaro 

Jim Zolnier’s Father
VL and KJ VandenBerghe 

Jeremiah Scherbert Nancy Scherbert

Emma Krumwiede Lisa Priggs

Eugenia Carter
Nancy and Rick Labelle 

Leo and Delva Giannicchini

Alan and Ursula Berney 

Robin, Jennifer,  and Jill

Theresa & Dennis Patterson  

Gloria Primeaux Susan Cordes 

Mary Greene   Elizabeth Francisco

Lorraine Delia  Sally Lockie

Marianne Iversen Carole Dicamillo

Aoife McConn
Mr and Mrs Robert Bilafer 

Pamela and Gary Delnevo 

Joe and Vilma Soares 

Katie and Gerald McCormick 

Brenda and Anselmo Orlando 

Granny, Grandad and Fransic  

Bridget and Mike Zoldak 

Gene and Dale Gard 

Bridie Cremin  Catriona Cary 

Brenda O’Looney Nora O’Sullivan 

Lori Gates   Vera Maas 

Maureen Murphy Timothy Quirk 

Gary McConn  RHAPSODY

Bowl-a-Rama Thank Yous

Karen Lochner for the Bowl-a-Rama
The board and staff for the IPad2 Donation



Upco ming EventsUpco ming Events
AMORE Marketing & Events Car Wash to Benefit the DSCBA

AAC* Workshop – 

AAC* Workshop – 

Knights of Columbus Golf Tournament 

Bay Area Buddy Walk

Vehicle
Donation  
Program

*

SOCIALLY CONNECTED!
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK At

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/DSCBA

170 FANS SO FAR – WHY DON’T YOU  
BECOME ONE TOO?

GET UPDATES FROM THE CONNECTION  
AND LEARN ABOUT EVENTS

FANS CAN POST TEXT, PHOTOS AND VIDEO  
TO THIS PAGE

Holiday Party with Santa and friends Sunday December 11th 

Spring Fling Auction Gala benefitting the DSCBA - Diablo Country Club May 5, 2012 SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE


